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Global elimination of dog-mediated human rabies: 

The Time is Now! 
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WHO guidelines for risk assessment of rabies exposure 

 

Category Severity and Site of the Wound Action 

Category 

 I 

No  

Risk 

 Touching or feeding of 

animals 

 Lick on intact skin 

 Reassurance 

only 

 No vaccine 

needed 

Category 

II 

Moderate 

Risk 

 Nibbling of uncovered skin 

 Minor scratches or abrasion 

without bleeding 

 Wound 

management 

 Start 

Vaccination Day 

0* 

Category 

III 

High Risk 

 Single or multiple wounds 

on head and neck 

 Single or multiple 

transdermal bites/ scratches/ 

laceration with bleeding 

 Scratches with bleeding 

 Licks on broken skin 

 Contamination of mucous 

membrane of eyes, mouth, 

nose or wounds with saliva 

or discharges from rabid 

animals 

 Wound 

management 

 Infiltrate Rabies 

Immunoglobulin 

(RIG) into 

wound  

 Start 

Vaccination at 

same time: Day 

0* 

 

Day 0* denotes day of first vaccination, not necessarily day of bite. 
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The modern rabies vaccine of TCO or EEO  

 

Generic 
Brand 

Name 

Volume after 

reconstitution 

Approved route 

of 

administration 

WHO 

Pre-

qualifie

d 

Purified 

Vero Cell 

Rabies 

Vaccine 

(PVRV) 

Verorab® 0.5 ml IM or ID Yes 

Speeda® 0.5 ml IM  No 

Indirab® 0.5 ml IM  No 

Purified 

Chick 

Embryo 

Cell 

Vaccine 

(PCECV) 

Rabipur® 1.0 ml IM or ID Yes 
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Human Rabies Immunoglobulin (HRIG)       Equine Rabies 

Immunoglobulin          ၍ Rabies Immunoglobulin            

 ၂                ။                                     

                                                                  

                                         ။           Anaphylatic 

reaction                                                         

                                                           

                            ။  

 

Rabies Immunoglobulin                                      ၃  

(Category III                                                 

         ။ 

 

HRIG calculated as per body weight 

Weight in Kg IU ml 
No. of vials of 

HRIG 

15 300 2 1 

30 600 4 2 

45 900 6 3 

60 1200 8 4 (maximum) 

A 2 ml vial of HRIG contains 300 IU/ml. Dose is 20 IU/kg. 

(maximum dose is 1200 IU or 4 vials) 
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ERIG calculated as per body weight  

Weight in Kg IU ml 
No. of vials of 

ERIG 

25 1000 5 1 

50 2000 10 2 

75 3000 15 3 

100 4000 20 4 (maximum) 

A 5 ml vial of ERIG contains 1000 IU. Dose is 40 IU/kg.  

(Maximum dose is 4000 IU or 4 vials) 
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                             RIG            Rabies Vaccine 
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Precautions to be taken while administering RIGs 

 

 All emergency drugs and facilities for managing any adverse 

reactions must be available.  

 The RIG vial(s) taken out from refrigerator should be kept 

outside for a few minutes before administration to the patient 

(to warm it to room/body temperature).  

 RIG should be administered before starting anti-rabies 

vaccination or at the same time. 

 If RIG was not administered when vaccination was begun, it 

can be administered up to the seventh day after the 

administration of the first dose of vaccine. Beyond the seventh 

day, RIG must not be given since an antibody response to 

vaccine is presumed to have occurred and further response 

would be stunted 

 RIG should not be administered in the same syringe as the 

vaccine or at the same site as vaccine.  

 While infiltrating RIG into bite wounds, care must be taken to 

avoid injecting into blood vessels and nerves. Anatomical 

feasibility must always be kept in mind while injecting RIG.  

 While injecting into finger tips, care must be taken to avoid 

compartment syndrome. 
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